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MIDN!GHT SKY AFLAME.

il

Unusual Sight in London.

o

The Aurora Borealis is such a rare visl-
tant to the latitudes of London that its ap-
pearance in the heavens on the nights of
June 30 and July 1 excited considerable in-
terest. The hﬁﬁhnt sireamers of light as-
gociated with the Northern Lights were
| not. observable, but the general change
from the first dull grow to a kaleidoscope of
color formed a ponorama of rare beauty,

Between outbreaks on the sun in the
form of sunspots and magnetic phenomena
'on the earth a connection has been well
established by astronomers. Thus, In Sep-
tember, 1850, when snnspots were unusu-
alli; abundant a magnetic storm of remark-
able intemsity took place and splendid au-
roras were seen in Europe and America.

The presence of the Northern Lights
manifested on the night of June 30, how-
ever, may probably be accounted for by the
long spell of remarkably warm weather
that contmued throughout .June in Eng-
land. At times when solar heat is greatest
auroras tend to become more freguent in
middle latitudes. _

On each evening a very high cirrus cloud
of a filmy texture had spread up from the
south as an excrescence frgm a moist thun-
der disturbance over the Pnglish Channel.
With the sun but g moderate distance be-
low the northerm horizon the light would
naturally be reflected a far greater distance
than is usually the case. This is ﬂn‘ﬁgeata:l
as a probable explanation. Should the
light have been produced by an aurem,
it would have been a display of quite an
unusual type and have come at a time of
the year when observations show that it
has never before been experienced in the
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nis Never DeloTe Deen experienced 1N the
south of England and very rarely i Scot-
land. The phenomenon was also observed
in Denmark and Germany.

Writing from Godmanchester, Hunting-
don, to the ““Times,” under date @i July 1, a
lady described a ‘strange light in the sky,™
seen a little after midnight. “It was in
the north-east,” she says, “and of a bright
flame-color, like the light of the sunrse or
sunset. The sky for some distance above
the light, wh appeared to be on {he
horizon, was blue as in the daytime, with
bands of a light cloud of 3 pinkish color
floating across it at intervals. Only the
brightest stars could be seen in any part of
thehsky,lthnugh it ?1: i:: ﬂlmmli.r cloudless
night. It was possi read e print
mdoors and the bands of the cloci In my
room were quite distmet.” ¢

National Library of Australia http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article208830328



